
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1073  
Main Petitioner: Tom Minogue  
Subject: Calls for the Parliament to investigate and establish the reasons for 
the apparently disproportionate number of Catholics in Scottish prisons. 
 
Background 
 
In the 2001 Census for Scotland the total population in Scotland was 
5,062,011. The number of people who declared themselves to be Roman 
Catholic was 803,732 representing 16 per cent of the population. The most 
recent Scottish Government statistical bulletin which provides statistics on 
prisons in Scotland shows that on 30 June 2006, the total number of prisoners 
in Scotland was 7,205. The number of prisoners who declared themselves to 
be Roman Catholic was 1,758 representing 24 per cent of the prison 
population.  
 
The following Parliamentary Question from 2001 shows that the proportion of 
Roman Catholics in prison in Scotland has remained relatively static.  

Prison Service 

S1W-15069 - Pauline McNeill (Glasgow Kelvin) (Lab) (Date Lodged 12 
April 2001) : To ask the Scottish Executive, further to the answer to question 
S1W-12876 by Mr Jim Wallace on 9 February 2001, whether the number of 
Catholic prisoners is proportionate to the number of Catholics in Scotland. 
 
Answered by Mr Jim Wallace (26 April 2001): I have asked Tony Cameron, 
Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service to respond. His response is as 
follows:  

There are approximately 800,000 Roman Catholics (17%) residing in 
Scotland. There are 1,621 Roman Catholics (28%) currently held in Scottish 
prisons.  

Scottish Executive/Government Action 
 
The previous Scottish Executive published a number of documents relating to 
sectarianism and religious discrimination in Scotland but none of these have 
focussed on possible reasons for the current prison demographic in Scotland. 
 
In January 2005 the then Scottish Executive published ‘Religious 
Discrimination and Sectarianism in Scotland: A Brief Review of Evidence’. The 
paper identified key texts from academic sources and research companies in 
relation to attitudes to religion, religious discrimination and sectarianism. 
Again, the document did not contain any analysis of the prison demographic in 
Scotland.  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1073.htm
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/census/censushm/index.html
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/08/31102446/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2005/01/20553/50497
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2005/01/20553/50497


 

 
In the background information to the petition, the petitioner states that he 
wrote to the previous First Minister, Jack McConnell MSP, and received a 
response from the then Executive on behalf of the First Minister outlining 
particular Census statistics which may go some way to explaining the 
disproportionate number of Roman Catholics in prison in Scotland. The 
statistics quoted in the background information to the petition suggest a link 
between deprivation and both offending and victimisation and state that many 
Roman Catholics in Scotland live in more deprived areas. The petitioner is not 
convinced that these statistics provide a full explanation of the reasons for the 
disproportionate number of Roman Catholics in prison in Scotland. 
 
Graham Ross  
SPICe Research  
20 September 2007 
 
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petitions briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
 

Last revision September 2006 2

http://epetitions.scottish.parliament.uk/view_backgroundinfo.asp?PetitionID=137
mailto:spice.research@scottish.parliament.uk

	Prison Service

